FIELD TRIALS

ihe rale of the Kennel Club: " that retrievers a1
ield trials should be tried on game walked up
2nd driven/' and he was forced to admit thai
;he fault lay with the judges and not in field trials

Perfection is rare, and the keenest trial
supporter could not claim that field trials are
perfect. I can personally detect details in which
they fail, viz.: (i) lack of opportunity to test a
dog for stamina; and (2) difficulty, with the
limited opportunities available, to give equal
tests to all the competitors. But I have no hesita-
tion in saying that only a really good retriever
can win a first-class trial, and the best gun-dogs
(not only field trial performers) in a stake are
usually the winners.

I am often asked the question " Do you think
that field trial winners are better than the really
good ' ordinaiy' shooting dogs which you see at
good Shoots where the owner and keepers are
keen on good gun-dog work ? "

In answer to this question my reply is: "I
sometimes see retrievers and spaniels which are
better than the average field trial winner; but I
hardly ever see a dog on an ordinary day's
shooting which can compare with certain excep-
tionally good field trial champions.
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